DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for April 27, 2008
April Bible verse: The Lord All-Powerful is with us
April’s B.I.G. Theme: God is Always With Us

Today’s Bible Story – Psalm 23

Today’s bible story is about a Shepard named David.  And does anyone know what he did besides tending the sheep?  He wrote what we call psalms or songs to praise God.  It probably got pretty lonely out there with all those sheep and no one to talk to.  So he wrote songs.  He wrote lots of them!  The book of Psalms is a very big one (show them how thick it is in the Bible).  David didn’t write all of them but he wrote many of them.  He wrote one very special Psalm, which is Psalm 23.  I think Whiskers and Ribit want to tell us about it.

What a special Psalm.  David wrote about God taking care of him like he was taking care of the sheep.  And when we read it, we think about all the ways God takes of us and it brings us peace.  It talks about how God is with us even when we are sad.  You know, God doesn’t promise that nothing bad will ever happen – that no one will ever get hurt or ever have to be sad.  Those things happen, don’t they?  Unfortunately no on can promise they won’t.  But what he does promise is that he will always be with us.  And that’s what we’ve been talking about in the month April – that God is always with us.  Before we go I want to read to you another version of Psalm 23 that I think is a very pretty one.  It’s found in the King James Version of the Bible which is a version that was written a long time ago and the writing is a little fancier than what we’re used to but it’s very pretty. (Read Psalm 23).  Let’s close in prayer.  Dear Lord, we know that you are our Shepard, always looking after us, always providing for us, always leading us on the right path, and always with us.  Thank you God for always being with us.  Amen.
Puppet show

Whiskers:  Hey, Ribit.  I see you have a lamb with you today.
Ribit: Yes I do whiskers.  And do you know why?
Whiskers: Uh.. it’s “bring your favorite stuffed animal to Sunday School” day?
Ribit:  No, Whiskers.  Today’s Bible verse is Psalm 23.
Whiskers:  Oh, yes.  That’s right.  We’re going to talk to the children about the Shepard, David, and the special Psalm he wrote.

Ribit: Oh yeah, the Shepard.  Just a minute.  I have to get my puppet (disappears for a second and he and the Shepard puppet re-appear).  There.  Now I’m ready to teach the kids the Psalm with you.

Whiskers:  Ok.  But first, let’s tell the kids a little about David’s’ job as a Shepard.  Of course we all know that a Shepard looks after the sheep and keeps them safe.  You know wolves really like to eat sheep so they keep an eye out for those.  Sheep also need food and water.  They graze on the grass in the fields for their food but the Shepard has to lead them to the right kind of water.

Ribit:  The right kind of water?  Oh, like he had to make sure the water was clean enough for them to drink.

Whiskers:  Well, they did need clean water but all the water was pretty clean back in Bible times because there wasn’t all the pollution we have today.

Ribit:  Oh, right.  We talked about on Earth Day last week.

Whiskers:.  Yes.  So, getting back to the story.  The water was all clean enough but the sheep will not drink from rough water or water that is flowing quickly.  So David and the other shepards would always have to find calm or “still” water, like he writes about in the Psalm.

Ribit:  Oh, I never knew that’s why the Psalm referred to it as “still” water.

Whiskers:  Yes, that’s how one version calls it.  We are going to read another version to the kids.  I’ll start and you can help me.  We’ll each read two verses.  Here we go.  You, Lord are my Shepard.  I will never be in need.  You let me rest in fields of green grass.

Ribit: You lead me to streams of peaceful water, and you refresh my life.  You are true to your name and lead me along the right paths.

Whiskers: I may walk thru valleys as dark as death, but I won’t be afraid.  You are with me and your shepard’s rod makes me feel safe.

Ribit: You treat me to a feast while my enemies watch.  You honor me as your guest, and you fill my cup until it overflows.

Whiskers:  Your kindness and love will always be with me each day of my life.  And I will live forever in your house, Lord.
And that’s the end of Psalm 23.   Isn’t that a special one, boys and girls?  I know you can’t memorize it now but when you get a little older you will probably be able to.  It’s one of the psalms that’s spoken most often in churches and synagogues around the world.  And the most important thing it reminds us of is that God is always with us.  Can you say that with me?  God is always with us.  I hope you’ll remember that as you go through your week, and I hope you’ll be back next week.  Thanks for listening and we’ll see you on Sunday!

Ribit:  Bye, kids!! (exits)

Whiskers:  Ribit.  Ribit?  He forgot his lamb.  Oh well, I guess I can take it to him later.  Bye, kids!!

