DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for February 24, 2008
February Bible verse: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” Deuteronomy 6:5
February’s B.I.G. Theme: The Bible teaches us how to live

Today’s Bible Story – Matthew 5:1-12

Bible verse for February.  Bible verse today comes from Matthew 5:1-12.  These verses in the bible are about some important things Jesus was telling his disciples.  Often times God had people speak from a mountain top, didn’t he?  Remember the Ten Commandments?  Moses delivered those to the people from a mountain top.  Well Jesus was on a mountain top when he was talking about some important things we call the Beatitudes.  
That’s kind of a big word.  The beatitudes were about Christian values, about the way God wants us to live and what things are important.  Jesus was teaching all these things to his friends, the disciples.  Let’s check in w/Whiskers and Ribit and see what they know about the Beatitudes.

Ok, so we know that one of the most important beatitudes is about peace.  Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God”.  God wants us all to be peacemakers.  Peace is like having good feelings inside.  These good feelings help us get along with others so that we are kind to each other and don’t feel like fighting.  .How can we be peacemakers?  What about when two friends are arguing over something?  Can we try to help them solve the problem?  What about smiling at everyone we meet?  That’s one way we can share our peace with others.  What are other ways we can get along with others? (sharing, taking turns, being kind, treating others the way you want to be treated, not fighting).  These are all things we can do to be peacemakers.  Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for loving and caring about us.  Thank you for sending your son Jesus to teach us how to live.  Help us to walk in your light and to be peacemakers.  Amen.

Puppet show

(have Bible out for Ribit to be looking at)

Whiskers:  Hey, Ribit.  I see you’ve got your Bible there.  What are you reading about?

Ribit:  Oh, I heard our bible lesson this week was going to be about the Beatitudes.  But I don’t know what they are so I looked them up.  The verses are in Matthew 5, 1-12.  I don’t really understand what some of them mean.

Whiskers:  Maybe I can help you.  What are some of the verses?

Ribit:  Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Whiskers:  Well someone who is mourning is someone who is sad.  Jesus was teaching his disciples that God will comfort those who are sad.  What’s another verse?

Ribit: Blessed are those who are meek for they shall inherit the earth.

Whiskers:  Being meek means to be humble.  Being humble means you don’t brag about the things that you do or the things that you have.  God wants us all to be humble.

Ribit:  This next one I think I sort of understand.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Whiskers:  Being righteous means living the way God wants us to.  Jesus is saying that those of us who seek to do God’s will and always want to do the right thing, those people will have their hearts filled with God’s love.

Ribit:  This sounds like a good one.  Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God.  I think I understand that one too.

Whiskers:  And that is one of the most important beatitudes for us to remember.  God wants us all to live in peace – to get along with one another.  When we truly love God and love others, we can be peacemakers.

Ribit:  Well sometimes I don’t understand the words the Bible uses but those are pretty simple lessons.  I should be humble, always try to do the right thing, and be a peacemaker.

Whiskers:  Yes, Ribit, the Bible was written many, many years ago, by adults.  So it’s hard for kids to understand the language.  It’s even hard for some adults to understand because the language back then was so different.  But if you go to Sunday School each Sunday and listen to your teachers, they will help explain it all to you.  It’s some really good stuff.  And even though the language was different and many things were different back in Bible times, the lessons still apply today.  God still wants us to act today just like Jesus was telling everyone to act back then – trust in God, be humble, and always be kind to one another.

Ribit:  Those are very good lessons, and I try to live that way every day.  Well, better go.  I see an opportunity to be a peacemaker.  Croak and Billy are going at it again, fighting over whose turn it is to sit on the big lily pad.  Let me go see if I can help them figure out how to take turns, peacefully.

Whiskers:  Good work, Ribit.  Go be a peacemaker for your friends.   Boys and girls, I hope you are being peacemakers in your life.  Remember that is one of the most important things God calls us to do.  Peace to you, and I’ll see you next week!
