DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for March 16, 2008
March Bible verse: “It is True.  The Lord has risen.” Luke 24:34
March’s B.I.G. Theme: The Tomb is Empty

Today’s Bible Story – Palm Sunday, Matthew 21:1-11

Do you know why today is a special day? (Let the children respond.) Today is Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter. Today we celebrate the story in the Bible when Jesus came back to Jerusalem. The people heard Jesus was coming, and they came running out to greet him. They thought Jesus was coming to be their king, so they wanted to give him a royal welcome. That's why they brought out palm branches to lay on the road for Jesus to travel on, because they wanted him to feel special. They also shouted praise to Jesus. They shouted "Hosanna!" when Jesus passed by.  The problem was, when Jesus got there, he looked nothing like what the people thought a king should look.  He wasn't dressed in nice clothes like a king. He didn't have gold and jewels and a huge entourage like a king.  He was not riding a big, strong horse like a king should.  He was riding a donkey, and he didn't act like they thought a king would act.  But we know Jesus is our King.  He was not like any other king the people had known.  Let’s check in with Whiskers and Ribit at the pond and see what’s going on there this Palm Sunday.

OK, so there was a lot going on there in Jerusalem the week of Passover.  And Jesus’ followers welcomed him to the city of Jerusalem that week with a sort of parade.  It was Jesus’ last week on earth, with his disciples, and he knew it.  No one else knew of all the things that were going to happen that week but Jesus did and he knew God would be with him during all of it, the good times and the not so good times.  As we celebrate Palm Sunday, let’s remember to welcome Jesus into our hearts, everyday.  How can we welcome Jesus into our hearts?  We can start every day with prayer, we can show God’s love to others, we can forgive others when they’ve done something to hurt us.  These are all ways we can welcome Jesus into our hearts, just as the people of Jerusalem gave him a grand welcome on Palm Sunday  Let’s pray.  Dear God.  We thank you for the gift of your son Jesus, who loves us always.  We want to welcome Jesus into our hearts and feel his presence everyday.  Amen.

Whiskers:  Good morning, Ribit.  Sure is a nice day today.  Much nicer than yesterday.  Did you hear about all those storms in the big city?  Wow!  I’m glad no one got hurt.  It’s always nice to have pretty weather on Palm Sunday.  I wonder what the weather was like when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday?
Ribit:  Well, it was spring time, so I guess it was a pretty warm day.  Didn’t Jesus ride into town on a donkey?

Whiskers:  Yes, Ribit, he did.  And do you know what they were waving?

Ribit:  Of course I do.  They were waving palm branches.  That’s why we call it Palm Sunday.  But I don’t know what’s so special about Palm Sunday other than that.

Whiskers:  Ribit, the people didn’t know it at the time, but this would be Jesus’ last time to come to Jerusalem.  It was fitting that they gave him such a royal welcome.  By now Jesus had been around for quite a while, preaching to many people all over the land.  He had many followers and they were so happy to see him in Jerusalem.  They welcomed him like a king.

Ribit:  What was so special about Jesus arriving on that day?  I mean he traveled all around and they didn’t have a parade for him everywhere he went.

Whiskers: Well, no, not a parade.  There are lots of stories in the Bible that talk about all the nice things people did when Jesus visited – welcoming him as a guest in their house, preparing special meals for him and washing his feet.  But this was a really special visit.  Jesus was coming to celebrate the Passover festival, which is something they did every year in the spring.  It was a festive time of year.  So they all lined the streets to welcome him.

Ribit:  Everyone, huh?  That must have been lots of people!

Whiskers:  Yes, large crowds gathered everywhere Jesus went.  He was always welcomed, but not by everyone.  Only by believers.  Some still did not believe he was the son of man.  But everyone always came to see him and hear what he had to say.  They all knew he was an important prophet.  They all listened to him and many questioned him, trying to find out if he really was the son of God.  He was certainly different than any other prophet they had heard before.  All his followers knew he was the son of God and were eager to hear him.  Jesus did lots of preaching and teaching that week in Jerusalem during the Passover festival.

Ribit:  So Palm Sunday was just the beginning of a week-long celebration for Jesus and his disciples.

Whiskers:  Yes, and everyone in Jerusalem.  In the church today we call it Holy Week – Jesus’ last few days on earth before he went to be with God.

Ribit:  So it starts with Palm Sunday and ends with a big Easter Egg hunt!  That reminds me, I’ve got to go get started on my Easter basket.  Better run.  See ya, Whiskers!

Whiskers: Well, Ribit.. Ribit?  Gosh, he’s gone.  I didn’t get to finish telling him how the Easter story really ends.  It’s not about Easter eggs, really.  That has just become part of the tradition, sort of like part of a spring-time celebration.  Anyway, the real story of Easter is.. well.. we’ll save that for next week.  You’ll be back next week, right?  It’s Easter Sunday!  We’ll talk more then all about the empty tomb.  See you next week.

