Welcome and songs.

Remember to light the Advent wreath. This Sunday, light the pink candle for joy, plus two purple candles for hope and peace.

Narrator:
Good morning children and welcome. Today is the third Sunday in Advent and Christmas is getting very close. Are you excited yet? [children respond] Today’s lesson is about something that happened just before the very first Christmas. It’s about an angel coming to talk to Joseph about Mary’s baby. Joseph was worried about having to be Jesus’ father on Earth. Our lesson today is about fathers. Have you got a present for your father for Christmas yet? [children respond]

Today Whiskers the Catfish wants to come talk to you about his father. Let’s say “hello” to Whiskers. [Whiskers appears] Hello, Whiskers!

Whiskers:
Hi kids!

Narrator:
Whiskers, you told me that you have a great story to tell about your father.

Whiskers:
That’s right! My daddy is the best daddy in the world. And he’s a hero, too. It’s a really exciting story. Do you want to hear it, kids? [kids respond]

OK. [very dramatically with lots of pauses for the kids reactions] Well, it all started a long time ago when I was just a little fish. I was out playing with my friends on the edge of the reef when my friends dared me to go out into the deep water and touch the bottom of a boat. When I swam out there, a diver caught me and took me to his office where he put me in a fish tank with some other fish. My daddy chased after the diver and had great adventures trying to find me. First he met a little blue fish that couldn’t remember anything. Then he met these 3 sharks that tried to eat him. And he got swallowed by a whale! Finally, a pelican took him up to the office where I was and then …

Narrator:
Wait a second, Whiskers. This story sounds very familiar. Are you sure it’s true.

Whiskers:
Oh, yes! The dentist’s office was on Wallaby Way, Sydney.

Narrator:
But that’s in Australia, and you’re a catfish. There aren’t any catfish in Australia. Are you sure you aren’t just talking about a movie that you saw?

Whiskers:
Oh, OK. You’re right. It was a movie. My dad’s never met a shark or gotten swallowed by a whale.

Narrator:
But I bet he’s still pretty special. Doesn’t he do things just for you that no one else in the world would do?

Whiskers:
Well, he does read me books at night. And sometimes he brings me presents when he has to travel. And he tickles me and makes me laugh. And he fixes boo-boos when I get hurt. And he like to play tag with me all around the house when Mommy’s not looking.

Narrator:
See, your Daddy’s very special and he loves you very , very much.

Whiskers:
You’re right! I do have the very best Daddy in the whole world! You know what? I’m going to go home right now and make him a special card to let him know how much I love him.

Narrator:
I think he would really like that. Goodbye, Whiskers!

Whiskers:
Good-bye. [Whiskers leaves]
Narrator:
That’s what our lesson is about today, kids. Joseph was worried that he wouldn’t be a good father for Jesus. He was worried because Jesus was so very special and Joseph didn’t think that he could be special, too. But the angel told him not to worry. That as long as he loved Jesus, he would be a great Daddy. And that made Joseph feel much better. And not too much later, he took Mary with him to Bethlehem. And you know what happened there, right? But that’s a story for another week. I look forward to seeing you next week when we get even closer to Christmas!

