Peter’s Denial
Mark 14:26-31, 66-72; John 21:15-17

Greeting/Welcome

Songs: Jump into the Light, Head, Shoulders, Knees & Toes, Fuzzy Caterpillar

Lesson

Another story about Peter. Who remembers who Peter is? Right, one of Jesus’ friends or disciples. Peter was a fisherman, but he left his nets and boat and instead travelled with Jesus, helping him tell everyone else the good news of God’s love.

Peter was a good person, but he wasn’t perfect. Our story today is about when Peter made a bad choice---he told other people he didn’t know who Jesus was! He did it not just one time, but three times!

Why do you think Peter didn’t tell the truth? Do you think he was afraid? Didn’t know what would happen to him if he told the truth? Do we sometimes do this? Have you ever said you didn’t do something because you were afraid you might get in trouble if you told the truth?

Peter was so sad when he realized what he had done. The rooster crowed three times and when it did, it reminded Peter that Jesus had said Peter would pretend he didn’t know Jesus. Peter was very sorry for what he did. He wanted everyone to know he loved Jesus.
After Jesus died, he came back from heaven to visit the disciples. They had breakfast on the beach together. Jesus asked Peter, “Do you love me?” and this time, can you guess what Peter said? He said “Yes, Lord, yes!” Peter learned to tell the truth and Jesus forgave him.

What do we think of today when we hear a rooster? We think it’s time to wake up---the sun is rising; night is over. Can you make a rooster sound so we can wake up Cam? Let’s try!

Cam:
(yawn) All these roosters woke me up! I was sleeping so well.
Leader:
Hi Cam! Good morning! It’s time to wake up! That’s what the roosters are saying.
Cam:
I was just taking a little nap. I had a great dream. I dreamed that you were all here and you were talking about telling the truth and how sometimes you can get in trouble if you don’t tell the truth.
Leader:
That wasn’t a dream, Cam. That is what we are talking about today.

Cam:
Really! In my dream you had green hair. Are you wearing a wig?

Leader:
No, Cam. That part was a dream. But we were talking about telling the truth. Peter didn’t tell the truth because he was scared, but later he felt really bad about it. Has that ever happened to you, Cam?
Cam:
Well, there was this one time … I broke my mom’s favorite pot. I was playing with my laser robot dog … it’s really cool! It has remote controlled lasers and it can shoot missiles and … I accidentally shot one at my mom’s pot and it fell over and it broke. My mom told me not to shoot the missiles inside, but it was so much fun and I was sure nothing bad would happen, but the pot fell over and broke.
Leader:
And did you tell your mom about it?
Cam:
No, I was so scared that I was going to get in trouble that I didn’t tell her it was broken. I picked up all of the pieces and I tried to glue them back together. My mom didn’t notice until she tried to put water in the pot. The water leaked everywhere and it made a really big mess on the floor and my mom was really unhappy. She figured out what had happened and I got in really big trouble.

Leader:
You know, Cam, I’ll bet that your mom was more upset that you didn’t tell the truth than she was about the pot breaking. You probably wouldn’t have been in as much trouble if you’d just told the truth about breaking the pot.
Cam:
Yeah. That’s what my mom said. She said that it made her very sad when I didn’t tell her the truth. That made me sad, too. I promised that I would try really hard to tell her the truth, even if I was scared.

Leader:
I know it can be hard, but that is a very good goal to have, Cam. I hope you remember to tell the truth, even when you’re scared.

Cam:
I’ll try. Goodbye everybody!

Leader:
Goodbye, Cam.

