DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for October 28, 2007 – Luke 21:1-4
October Bible verse: With my whole heart I seek you.  Psalm 119:10
October’s B.I.G. Theme: We Choose God

Good morning boys and girls!  Who remembers our story from last week?  Did it have anything to do with lions?  Do you remember the brave boy’s name who stayed faithful to God and faced the lions (Daniel)?  Daniel remained faithful and prayed to God even when the king told him not to.  Today we’re going to talk about another way we can be faithful to God.  Today’s story is about a woman who was faithful to God by giving.  She was a cheerful giver.

(Have two different bags or containers of money – one with lots of coins and the other with just a few).  Do you see this money I have?  What do you think would make God happier – if someone gave this amount of money to help others or if someone gave this amount (let the kids answer)?  You think so?  Our puppet show today is about a woman who put two coins in the offering box at the temple (hold up the small bag of money).  Let’s watch our puppet show and find out what happened in the temple that day. (put the bags or bowls of money back on the puppet stage shelf to be used in the puppet show – they need to be removed from the shelf and taken behind the puppet stand before the puppet show starts).

Puppet Show

Whiskers (narrator)

Rich Man

Poor Woman

Whiskers:  Good morning, friends!  Are you curious about what happened that day in the temple?  Well, I’ll tell you.  One day as Jesus was teaching in the temple, as he often did,  he saw rich people putting their gifts (mostly money) into the Temple treasury, or offering box.  Look, here is one of the rich men now.

Rich Man:  (speaking very proudly) Oh, I have so much money!  I have a good  job and I can afford many things.  I have so much money that I can afford to share some of it.  Listen to the sound all of my money makes (have someone shake a large bag or container of money).  I hope everyone is looking when I put all this money in the offering box.  I see Jesus over there.  I am sure he will be impressed with all of this money I am giving.

Whiskers:  Well, Jesus was happy to see the rich people sharing some of their riches with others.  But then a poor woman entered the temple and this is what she said.

Poor Woman:  (speaking very humbly) Oh, what a beautiful temple.  What a magnificent place.  I know I need to give some of my money to help others.  I don’t have very much, just these two small coins.  Probably no one will even notice I am putting them in the offering box.  But I am happy to share these two coins I have with others.  I know it is the right thing for me to do.

Whiskers:  Well, boys and girls.  The poor woman walked up and put her two coins in the offering box, and Jesus watched her do this.  Together her two coins were worth less than half a cent.  These were the smallest coins made.  But Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor woman has put in more than all of them; for all of them have given of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on”.  Everyone in the temple heard this and realized the lesson that Jesus was teaching them, that God was not impressed with how much people gave but how they gave.  And you’re going to talk about that more today with your teachers.  Until next time – bye-bye!

[end puppet show]
Ok, what a story!  Did you understand the lesson that Jesus was teaching everyone in the temple that day?  God isn’t impressed with the amount of money we give.  What matters is whether we give gladly and out of love.  What really matters is the amount of love in our hearts.  And when we have a lot of love in our hearts we want to share that love with others and help others.  We help others in lots of ways, and one of those ways is to share some of our money with others who may not have enough to buy enough food or clothes.

Did you know some people don’t have enough money to buy a house?  We all have nice houses to live in, don’t we?  We are very lucky.  Well, our church is gong to help a special family who needs a house but can’t afford one.  It’s called Habitat for Humanity.  Those are big words for little ones like you but it means we are going to raise money at our Holiday Festival next weekend to build a house for a special family who needs one.  Won’t that be great?  It might be a family with a little boy or girl just like you, and think how excited they will be to finally have a nice, safe house to live in!  That’s just one of the ways we as a church use our money to help others.  Can any of you think of other ways the money we give at church can help others (buying food, toys at Christmas, bicycles, school supplies and school clothes).  These are ways our money can help others and help them feel God’s love.

I hope you will remember this week that God loves a cheerful giver and wants you to give from your heart.,  Shall we pray?  Dear God, thank for this day and for our church family.  Help us to be cheerful givers and to show others your love.  And bless all those who are working on the Holiday Festival this week, working to serve you.  Amen.

