Welcome
Waiting
Songs—Christmas Carols

Today is the second Sunday in Advent---Advent is the time when we get ready for the birthday of baby Jesus. This is an Advent wreath [switch to handout].

We will light a candle each Sunday during Advent plus one on Christmas Day. Today we will light this purple one—it stands for [  ] [switch to handout. (Hope, Love, Joy, Peace)]
Cam: So there are only 3 more weeks until Christmas?

Narrator: Good morning, Cam. That’s right. Only three more weeks. Have you been trying to be patient like we talked about last week.

Cam: I’m trying. Every time I get frustrated that it’s taking sooooo long for Christmas to get here, I remember the story from last week.

Narrator: [to kids] Do you remember the story of Elizabeth and Zechariah from last week? They waited for years and years for a baby. Then God sent an angel to tell them that they would have a baby. That baby grew up to be John the Baptist, the man who baptized Jesus.

Cam: They must have been pretty special to get a visit from an angel.

Narrator: You’re right, Cam. And our story this week is about someone else who was visited by an Angel. Her name was Mary, and the angel told her that she was going to have a baby, too.

Cam: Mary? Is that the Mary that is in the nativity scene that my mommy put up in our house? There are a bunch of shepherds and some guys with presents and in the middle is a woman named Mary and a man named Joseph and a little baby.

Narrator: Yes, Cam. That’s the same Mary from the nativity scene. The baby is baby Jesus. Our story today is about the angel telling her that she would be the mother of baby Jesus.
Cam: Ooohhhh, I see! How long did she have to wait until Christmas?
Narrator: Well, Cam, she had to wait about nine months until baby Jesus was born. That was the very first Christmas!

Cam: Nine months? Boy, everyone really had to wait a long time in the bible. I’m mostly waiting for a robot dog with a laser on its head. Three weeks still seems like a long time to me.
Narrator: Cam, the people in the bible were waiting for the best gifts of all. Mary was waiting for Jesus, the son of God. And Christmas is when we remember that Jesus was born. That’s a big present for all of us. Even bigger than any of the other toys that you might get on Christmas morning.
Cam: I guess you’re right. Sometimes it’s hard to remember all of the really important things about Christmas when you’re waiting for a really great toy. But I promise I’ll try. [pause] Three more weeks to Christmas! Aaaaaaaaaaa!
Narrator: Bye, Cam! Try to remember what’s important about Christmas!
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