DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for March 2, 2008
March Bible verse: “It is True.  The Lord has risen.” Luke 24:34
March’s B.I.G. Theme: The Tomb is Empty

Today’s Bible Story – Cleansing the Temple, John 2:13-22

Lessons so far this year – praying any time anywhere about anything, love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul and might.  This month we are talking about an empty tomb.  Why was the tomb empty?  The Lord has Risen.  That’s our bible verse this month, It is True.  The Lord has risen.”  Our Bible verse today is about what happened when Jesus and his disciples came to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover.  They went to the temple and Jesus was not happy with what he saw.  Do you know what they were doing there?  They were selling things.  They were running a business in the temple.  That might be like having a Dunkin Donuts shop in the back of the church.  Should we be buying donuts in church?  When Jesus walked in the temple they were selling things and collecting all their money and no one was worshipping God.  This made Jesus very sad and angry.  The Bible tells us he was so angry that he turned over the tables and started driving all the merchants out.  Can you imagine?  Let’s check in w/our friends at the pond and wee what they’re up to today.

So, it sounds like Ribit was going to sit in Big Church w/his parents for the first time.  Have any of you been to Big Church?  It’s different than Sunday School. isn’t it?  You have to be quieter and do a lot of listening.  But you also get to sing, say prayers with everyone, and go to children’s’ moment.  Has anyone ever been to children’s’ moment?  So let’s talk about what’s appropriate for Church and what’s not.  Can we eat a donut in Church?  No.  Can we sing in Church?  Of course!  (talk about how we sing).  Can we skip down the aisle at Big Church?  No.  Can we pray in Big Church?  (talk about how to pray – silently, so you don’t disturb anyone around you).  Can we visit with our friends in Big Church?  No.  Can we sit next to our friends in Church?  Yes!  Should we talk on our cell phones at Church?  No!  Well, I think you all know exactly how to act in Church and what behaviors are appropriate there.  Let’ pray.  Dear God, thank you for loving us and for the opportunity to worship you in our church.  When we are there we feel your presence and know that you have risen.  Help us to remember that is a very special place of worship.  Amen.

Puppet Show

Whiskers:  Hey Ribit.  I thought I might find you here.  What are you up to on this beautiful Saturday?  Aren’t you glad the weather is warming up?  Ribit, you look worried about something.  What is it?

Ribit:  Well, I’m going to Big Church tomorrow and I’m a little scared.  Normally I just go to Sunday School.

Whiskers:  Ribit, why are you scared about that?  The Church is God’s house.  That’s where we go to worship God.

Ribit:  Well, I know, but I’ve never been there.  I mean I’ve never sat in there the whole time during Big Church.  I just stood up at the front one time and sang with the children’s’ choir, you know, the Croaking Cherubs.  At Sunday School I know what to expect.  It’s always fun and we learn stories about the Bible.  I don’t know what to expect in Big Church.

Whiskers:  Well, I can help you with that Ribit.  I know all about what goes on in Big Church.  You like to sing, right?  Well, there’s lots of singing in Church.

Ribit:  OK, I like to sing.  But what else do they do?

Whiskers:  Well, there are times to pray and there are times when someone will read something from the Bible.  Then the minister will give a sermon.

Ribit:  What’s a sermon?

Whiskers:  That’s when the minister talks about the Bible lesson for that day.  Kind of like your teachers do in Sunday School.

Ribit:  Well, that’s sounds a lot like what we do in Sunday School.  We sing, say prayers, and talk about the Bible story for the day.  We also do crafts and have a snack and see a puppet show and sometimes we get to play.

Whiskers:  Well, Ribit, Church isn’t exactly like Sunday School.  The rules are a little different.  It’s not a place to play or do crafts.  Because it’s the house of God and lots of people are there to worship and listen, you have to be quieter and respect those around you.  You do get to go to Children’s’ Moment.  It’s not exactly a puppet show but you get to walk up front with all the other kids and listen to a story just for the kids.  You might even get to answer some questions.  Then you go back to your seat w/your parents or grandparents.

Ribit:  Hmm.  It sounds interesting.  But I’m still a little anxious.

Whiskers:  It can be scary the first time but just remember you are there to worship and learn about God.  It will be hard to still for that long but it’s important to learn about Big Church and see how the church family worships together so you’ll know how to act and what to do when you get bigger.

Ribit:  Well, I do want to be a good Christian.  And I guess it’s time to learn about Big Church.  I know it’s something I will be doing every Sunday.  Well, I hear my Mom calling for dinner.  Better go.  See ya Whiskers.  And thanks for telling me all about Big Church.

Whiskers:  You’re welcome Ribit.  You’ll be fine.  Boys and girls I hope that you listen today to the Bible lesson and talk with your teachers and parents about things that are appropriate for Church.  Some of you may have already been to Big Church with your parents.  I know that you will all want to be respectful in Church and remember that it is a very special place, a place of worship.  It can be fun.  You get to sing and sometimes you’ll even laugh.  Sometimes they do funny skits in Big Church.  But never forget the reason we are there is to worship God.  Have a great week!

