DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for October 21, 2007 – Daniel 6
October Bible verse: With my whole heart I seek you.  Psalm 119:10
October’s B.I.G. Theme: We Choose God

Good morning!  Let’s start off with some songs – This Little Light, Jesus Loves Me, Into My Heart (at the end).

Do any of you know about a story in the bible about lions?  Do you remember the brave man’s name who was thrown into the lions’ den?  We sang a song about it in last year’s musical.  Some of you may remember.  We’re going to talk about Daniel and the lions today.  We’re going to find out why Daniel got thrown in the Lions’ Den and how he stayed safe, even amongst all those hungry lions.  Let’s watch our puppet show and hear about the story of Daniel and the lions.

Puppet show:

Whiskers (narrator): Sherry

Leader 1: Amanda

Leader 2: Mr. Bruehl

Daniel: Mr. Bruehl

King: Amanda

Whiskers:  Hello boy and girls.  I’m going to tell you a bible story about Daniel.  Daniel worked for King Darius and the king liked him very much.  He liked Daniel so much that he put him in charge of the whole kingdom.  Well, there some other men who worked for the king who didn’t like this.

Leader 1:  I cannot believe King Darius put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom.  That just isn’t fair.  Do you think that’s fair?

Leader 2:  No, I do not!

Leader 1:  Let’s do something about it.  We must find something wrong with Daniel.  But what?  He is such a good man.  He never does anything wrong and everyone likes him.  Why doesn’t everyone like me that much?  He always doing such good things, like praying to God and doing all that good stuff, and… hey.. I’ve got an idea!

Leader 1 and Leader 2 whisper plans to each other and then conclude with:

Leader 1:  Yes, good plan.  Let’s go talk to the king.

Whiskers:  The other leaders were obviously jealous of Daniel and knew how faithful he was to God.  They decided to trap Daniel by tricking the king into making a law forbidding prayer, for 30 days, to anyone but the king.  When the law was put into effect, Daniel refused to obey.  Daniel continued to pray to God 3 times a day.  The thought of being thrown into the lions’ den was very frightening to Daniel but it was more frightening for him to stop praying to God.  When Daniel heard about the law he went straight to his upstairs room, got down on his knees and prayed to God.  The men who didn’t like him told the king about his praying and the king threw him in the lions’ den.  While in the lions’ den, Daniel prayed.

Daniel:   Dear God, please keep me safe (lions roaring in the background).  These lions seem really hungry.  I remain faithful to you, and pray that you keep me safe.

Whiskers: Daniel prayed all night and the lions did not bother him.  The King really liked Daniel and didn’t want him to get hurt.  He only made the law because be was tricked into doing so and he went to see Daniel the next morning.

King:  Daniel, are you all right?

Daniel:  Yes, I am fine, King Darius.  

King:  But, how did you survive all night with these hungry lions?  I don’t understand, but I am so happy that you are alright.

Daniel:  It was God’s will.  I prayed all night to God and he shut the lions’ mouths.  God saved me.

King:  Daniel, your God is truly an amazing God.  I have been foolish.  I made a silly rule.  I am going to make a new rule that everyone pray to your God.. our God.

Whiskers:  King Darius was amazed at God’s power and realized that the rule was wrong.  His new rule made everything right again.  Daniel continued to pray to God every day.  He knew he could talk to God and ask God to help him any time.

[end puppet show]

Wow – what a story!  How would you feel in the lions’ den with all those hungry lions?  That would be scary!   Well, I know none of us are ever going to really be in a lions’ den, but do you sometimes get scared at other times (bad dreams at night, worried about a parent or a friend, scared of the dark, scared of a new school)?  Have you ever prayed to God when you are afraid?  That’s a good time to pray to God and ask him for courage.  What are some other times we can pray to God?  Can we pray to God at bedtime?  At dinner time?  At snack time?  At play time?  When we get up in the morning?  We can talk to God any time, and he wants to hear from us.  That is one way we choose God – by talking to him in prayer.  Can you remember to talk to God this week?  Let’s pray.  Dear God, thank you for this beautiful day and for my friends and teachers here at church.  Help me remember that I can pray to you any time.  I choose to love you and pray to you and I know you are listening and watching over me.  Amen.
