DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for May 18, 2008
May Bible verse: See, everything has become new.
May’s B.I.G. Theme: It’s time for a change

Today’s Bible Story – 

We have been talking this month about change.  Our bible stories this month have been about men in the bible whose lives were changed for the better.  Zaccheus was a changed man after he met Jesus – before he was an unfair tax collector, and after meeting w/Jesus he was sorry for what he had done and wanted to be a kind and fair person.  Peter was a changed man after he felt the Holy Spirit – remember the wind and the fire we talked about last week?  After that, he started telling everyone about the teachings of Jesus and that was the beginning of the Church.  That what we celebrated last week was the birthday of the church.  This week we are going to talk about Saul.  At first Saul did not like Jesus very much or the people who followed him.  At the time Jesus had already left this earth to be with his Father in heaven.  But those who had met Jesus and believed in him continued to teach people about his way.  Well, Saul was not a believer and didn’t like these followers.  Then something amazing happened, and he completely changed  Let’s watch our puppet show and find out what Saul was up to and how he changed.

Thanks, Whiskers.  What a story!  God’ always doing such amazing things.  Last week it was the wind and fire and in this story it was a flash of light and Jesus’ voice coming out of nowhere.  Sometimes God had to do extraordinary things to get some people to believe.  God knew that Saul, who changed his name to Paul after he became a believer, would be a great teacher so he chose Saul.  He knew he had to find a way to get Saul to change so he could begin teaching everyone the word of God.  And boy did he change!  He was so mean to everyone that believed in Jesus, even put them in jail!  They were so afraid of him and thought he was such an evil man!  Then he became a believer himself and one of the greatest teachers in the Bible.  So what I want you to remember from our Bible stories these past few weeks is that believing in Jesus and feeling the Holy Spirit in your heart really has the power to change people.  Sometimes they’re big changes and sometimes they’re small changes.  Some days feeling Jesus in your heart can just change your attitude for the better, or help you change someone else’s attitude for the better.  Shall we pray?  Lord, thank you for loving us and for giving us the power to change.  Help us to know when we need to make a change and when we can help others see God’s love.  Amen.

Puppet show:  Whiskers (Sherrie), Saul, voice of Jesus (Amanda)

Whiskers:  Hello boys and girls.  I’m going to tell you the story of Saul today.  Saul was the son of a Roman citizen.  When he grew up, he studied in Jerusalem and became a famous Pharisee.  He did not like Jesus’ followers.  He was on his way to Damascus one day to capture all the Christians he could and put them in prison!  But on the way, this is what happened.

Saul:  I do not this Jesus fellow.  I do not think he knew what he was talking about.  And I do not like these people who follow them.  They give me trouble.  So, I’ve gotten permission from the high priest in Jerusalem to go to Damascus and put them all in prison!

Voice of Jesus: (starts speaking after flashlight is turned on Saul and Saul falls to the ground):  Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?

Saul:  Uh.. who.. who are you, Lord?

Jesus: I am Jesus, whom you persecute.  Why are you so unkind to those who follow me?  Get up and go into the city.  I will send someone to show you what I want you to do.

Saul:  Oh, no.  I cannot see.  The light!  The light has been blinded me!

Whiskers:  Jesus had spoken to Saul in a great flash of light which blinded him.  His friends were afraid because they had heard the voice but saw no one.  They had to lead him into the city of Damascus since he could not see.  While he was there, the Lord came in a vision to a man named Ananias.  Jesus told Ananias to go to the house where Saul was staying and lay his hands on him.  Ananias was afraid because he had heard of all the evil things Saul had done.  But Ananias went to Saul, laid his hands on him, and..

Saul: I can see!  I can see!!  Oh, Lord, I am a changed man.  I see now that you are the son of God.

Whiskers:  So that’s how Saul became a changed man.  After hearing Jesus speak in the flash of light and having his sight restored again, he was a believer.  He immediately began telling everyone about Jesus and became one of the greatest teachers of God’s word.
