DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for May 11, 2008
May Bible verse: See, everything has become new.
May’s B.I.G. Theme: It’s time for a change

Today’s Bible Story – Pentecost

Today our bible story is about Pentecost.  Can you say that?  Pentecost is like the birthday of the church.  Did you know we celebrate the birthday of the church?  Do you know what that means?  Well, it wasn’t the day the first church building was built.  It wasn’t the day the first sermon was given.  It wasn’t the day they had the first Sunday School class.  It was something different that became the celebration of the birth of the Church. You know after Jesus was crucified on the cross he rose from the dead, right?  But he didn’t go right away to heaven.  Do you remember our story about the road to Emmaus?  That was one of the times Jesus appeared to some of the disciples.  So the disciples knew he was still alive but they were afraid to tell anyone.  And when they were together for Pentecost Sunday, which at the time was a celebration of Moses receiving the Law from God, something really incredible happened.  Do you think our friends Whiskers and Ribit want to tell us about it?  Let’s see.

OK, so what an amazing story!  What in the world do you think they thought when they saw the fire and felt the wind?  God sometimes does amazing things, doesn’t he?  And when the people saw this amazing sight, a lot of them started to believe.  The disciples and some others already believed in Jesus and knew he was still alive, but a lot more believed after they saw that and they all got baptized, like Whiskers and Ribit told us about.  So we think of this as the beginning of the church, when God gave the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the people realized the good news of Jesus Christ.  And it was really special that it was Peter who convinced everyone because before, Peter was afraid.  He was afraid to tell people he knew Jesus.  Now, when he was filled with the Holy Spirit, it gave him courage.  He was changed by the Holy Spirit.  We talked last week about how Zaccheus was changed when he met Jesus.  Our Bible stories this month are all about change.  Peter was changed when he felt the Holy Spirit and we are changed because of the Holy Spirit.  When we feel the Holy Spirit we feel God’s love an dit makes us want to share that love with others.  Shall we pray?  Dear God, thank you for loving us and for sending your gift of the Holy Spirit.  Help us to feel that Spirit everyday and to help others feel God’s love.
Puppet Show:

Whiskers: (appears before Ribit) Ribit, you ready?

Ribit: (appearing) Yeah, I’m coming.  I think I have everything.

Whiskers: OK.  You have the wind and the fire?

Ribit: Fire, check.  Wind, check.

Whiskers:  OK, let’s tell the kids the story.  Hi, kids.  Today we are going to tell you the story of Pentecost, which you’ve already talked about a little bit.  Peter and the other disciples were celebrating the Jewish Feast to mark the day Moses received the Law of God.  And while they were all there, an amazing thing happened.  Are you ready Ribit?

Ribit:  Ready.

Whiskers:  OK.  First they all felt a strong gust of wind.

Ribit: (turns on a blow dryer).

Whiskers: (looks a little perplexed).  Hmm.  A blow dryer.  That’s the wind?

Ribit: Yep.  That’s the wind.

Whiskers.  Ok.  You can turn it off now.  It was just a gust.

Ribit: Got it.

Whiskers:  Then, a light like a fire appeared over their heads.

Ribit: (grabs a red scarf or holds red & yellow streamers over his head).

Whiskers: And all of a sudden, they started speaking in different languages.

Ribit: Eins, Vi, Drei, Fia, Uno, Dos, Tres, Quatro, Un, deux trois..

Whiskers:  Ok, Ribit, what is that?

Ribit:  Uh.. I’m just saying numbers in different languages?

Whiskers:  Ok.  On with our story.  Well, God all of a sudden made them speak in languages they did not know and Peter started telling everyone about Jesus.

Ribit:  Hear ye, hear ye.  Jesus is alive!

Whiskers:  Ok, well, maybe he didn’t say it exactly like that, but all of a sudden people started to believe in Jesus and thousands of them went down to the river right then to be baptized.  They saw the wind and the fire as a sign form God.  They felt God was filling them with the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit made believers out of them and now there were even more people to go and spread the good news of God.

Ribit:  And today we think of this as the beginning of the Church, the day many people chose to become followers of Jesus.  Oh, Whiskers, that’s my Mom calling.  I gotta go.  Can you finish up the story?

Whiskers:  No problem, Ribit.  Don’t forget your “wind”.

Ribit:  I won’t.  See ya, Whiskers.  Bye, kids!

Whiskers:  Well kids, that’s just about the end of the story.  The people all received the gift of the Holy Spirit that day and now they wanted to spread the good news to everyone.  I hope that you all spread the good news of God’s love everywhere you go.  Have a great week and don’t forget, it’s Mother’s Day!!

