DUMC Cherub Church, Sunday 9am

Script for January 6, 2008
January Bible verse: “Don’t worry about anything but pray about everything” Philippians 4:6
January’s B.I.G. Theme: We Can Talk to God

Today’s Bible Story – 1 Samuel 1:1-2:10

Good morning!  Well, today is the first Sunday in January and we have a new theme this month.  Last month, of course we talked all about the coming of Jesus, who is also called Emmanuel.  We learned that the word Emmanuel means (does anyone remember?) God is with us.  Our bible verse for January is “Don’t worry about anything but pray about everything”.  That can be hard, can’t it?  Sometimes we get caught up in worrying about something or we’re sad about something and we might forget to just stop and pray about it.  Whenever we’re worried or sad about something, we should talk to God about it instead of worrying about it.  Did you know that we can talk to God any time, about anything?  Our bible story today is about a woman named Hannah who was very worried and sad about something.  She worried for a long time.  Then she finally stopped worrying and prayed to God about it.  Let’s watch our puppet show today and see what Hannah was praying about.

[puppet show]

So Hannah prayed for a son, and she got one, Samuel.  We talked a few months ago about another bible story with Samuel.  He was asleep in the temple when God spoke to him.  This is the same Samuel that was Hannah’s first-born son.  And as she promised God, she took him to the temple where he served the Lord.  And then God blessed Hannah with other children.  So God heard her prayers and answered them.  When we pray there are lots of ways to talk to God.  Sometimes we are alone and talk out loud in a regular voice.  Sometimes we are at church or with a group of people and we might pray silently – just talk to God with our minds.  Sometimes we may be in a place where we need to whisper.  And when you say your prayers at night you might say them out loud or just quietly to yourself.  God hears our prayers no matter how or when or where we pray.  What type of voice did Hannah use for praying?  She prayed silently.  What type of voice would you use if somebody was sleeping next to you and you wanted to say a prayer?  What type of voice could you use if you were outside?  What type of praying voice can we use at the dinner table?  We can pray all different ways and we know that God hears us.  Now, let’s all pray in our normal voices.  Can you repeat after me in your normal voice?  Dear God, thank you for loving us and for hearing our prayers.  Help us remember that we can pray any time, any where.  Amen

Puppet show – Whiskers, Ribit

Ribit: (appears on stage looking sad)

Whiskers: Hey, Ribit, what’s up?  You look worried about something.
Ribit: Yeah, Whiskers, I’m a little sad about something.  My best frog-friend just moved away to another pond, far, far away.  I’m afraid I’ll never see him again.  And I’m afraid I’ll never find another friend like him.

Whiskers.  Aw, come on Ribit.  You know you’ll find other friends.  There are lots of other frogs in the pond.

Ribit:  Yeah, but this one was pretty special.  I sure do miss him.

Whiskers:  Well, it’s always sad when a friend moves away.  And when you’re sad about something that’s a good time to talk to God.  Ribit, have you thought about talking to God about it instead of just being sad about it?  You know God is always listening.

Ribit:  What do you mean talk to God about it?  How can you talk to someone if there not there?

Whiskers:  Well, Ribit, God is here, we just can’t SEE him.  We call it prayer but it’s really just like talking to God.  Even though we don’t see him we can always feel his love and when you talk to God in prayer he can make you feel better about it and answer your prayer.

Ribit:  You mean I can pray to God to have my friend move back?

Whiskers: Well no, Ribit, not exactly.  God can’t make your friend move back but maybe you can pray to him about finding another friend or to help you not be so sad about losing one.  That reminds me of a bible story about Hannah.  Hannah wanted to have a child but for many years she did not.  This made her very sad for a long time.  Her husband tried to cheer her up but it didn’t work.  Then she decided to talk to God about it.  She went to the temple to pray.  The priest Eli saw her praying about it and told her not to worry about it, that God would answer her prayer.  And sure enough, she had a son!  When Samuel was older, he went to the temple to work with Eli.  And Hannah had five more children – six in all, after all those years of hot having any!!  She was so grateful to God for answering her prayer.

Ribit:  Hmm.  I guess I will talk to God about finding new friends.  Well, I better get back to the pond.  Maybe I’ll find six new friends instead of just one!

Whiskers:  (chuckling) Maybe so, Ribit.  Maybe so.  Kids, don’t forget that you can always talk to God – when you are sad or when you are happy or anytime.  Just as he listened to Hannah’s prayer, God is always listening to our prayers.  Have a great week and I’ll see you next time!

